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ment Caravans were of course coming into
Baghdad in increasing numbers, but there was not
enough grain even to meet the normal requirements
of the city, far less to supply our own military
requirements.
The first step was to spy out the land, and to show
the dwellers on the Euphrates that we were aware
of their existence. It was out of the question to
occupy the area with troops, since every unit was
needed for the three covering advances which
General Maude had set on foot, fan-wise, towards
Kirkuk, Mosul, and Fcluja, as soon as Baghdad was
won, but he decided to send me on a tour to the
most important centres, with another Political
officer, Goldsmith, to report on the local resources
and establish some form of political connection. I
was to report to Sir Percy Cox and Colonel Dickson,
and be as quick about it as I could.
We set off on the 5th April, under the escort of
one of the four town sheikhs of the holy city of
Najaf, Haji Attcya abu Gullal, who had been in
constant communication with Sir Percy Cox since
the occupation of Basrah, and had come in to make
his submission in person as soon as Baghdad was
taken. Goldsmith and I and the Haji, who had a
small son on his knee, sat side by side in a crazy
victoria, with a handful of armed retainers riding
alongside, and a second carriage bringing up the
rear with servants and luggage. Crossing the Iron
Bridge which spans a canal some three miles west
of Baghdad, we drove through a tangle of ancient
canal-banks out into the open desert. There was
no road, but the going was quite good enough, and
we had no difficulty in reaching the small town of
Museyib, on the Euphrates, the same afternoon* I